
THE PARISH OF ATHLACKAGH. 

SITUATION. This Parish is in the Barony of C.J::,lrnJ,., and. is 
bou.nded on the north by the Parish(:s of Glenogr8. 1 TuJ li::1,braeca 
and Mow.1sterantmagh; on tl:ie e.q~~t by the PRrish of Dn,,·nrnin; on 
the south by Bruree and on the west by Croom. 

NAME. The name of this Parisn is in Irish An t-Ath 
Leacach, which sign:i.fi es t11e Flaggy Ford, so called fr:m a 
ford o~ the Morning Star River, over which a bridge s~ands. 
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LIMERICK. 111 

The sit,, .f th':3 8ncien:- Clrnrch c,f this P,1rh:h l~1 :' .•piecl 
by a Protestant Crll"-!1 eh, whi.ch w2~; bu1·11ed dow,1 f:iume yea.:· 
by Cap;~. R,J!:lc, t~ut lr-:i .. t·a1y re1y-,,, eJ. Th, 0 Y'E.' is nothing , , 
it tn attract the notlee of tlv-· '."·ut:iq1.1arian. 

Ir1 t11e Tcr~j1nln1,rl 0f Rr~ .. t:ucf11111:)r1 or1 8 .. J.oft:yr hill ];_1 e,:~;s 
Pari,sl:, 1 are ihn r'Ui.,,s o'.: an ,,xtenBiVt; CastL:. It consi .• 
of an outer v;,i} J e.;1,: i,, :; i r)g a gre:, t exten-: of c;rou·'.11 •rJj t> 
squarE1 to'N' r ,_, JCl. ,i·,J,~ 11 i.ng liu,.1c·,e., nu,r1 tmich rn:inccl. 'H:d ch .. 11 Jing 
house 1·,, ,:,n , 'n vrnsL ;:,jde an{i j;, nca t'(ia1.er1cJ. 1:1.no. inhabi' 1:.' 3'71 
by a poor f:)n1i1y. Tl.1e -q11a, ,_, c .. ' r c1· ::2,st::..,3 is :L, -~h· 1,· L 
west co,112r, b;xt only it; ,;.r,.'.1 '."cli. 8.1::1 ,., fr2,grnent of 
west c\:d ec:1,st ,;,2,lls rernaiP.. It :noi·th :'lCL'c t11Gasure:,, c,1 .;1'.. 

OLttsi 1
,~!1: t1'1i. ~-·t:l ~ >11"2i=. :f:~;C:JL se-:rer1 i 11ct1E:.,;,,_; :·,1,~J(i i.!_) ~~tt r1~esc;1-1, rtbou.t 

th1:r·t:y feet j n 1H:i. t. Tht~ w:o,lL, or thi:; ;.o\v,0•i' :=u u fo ::· :e'e, 
sev1-:n Jt1cheE j_n t!Jidcrrns: ar: vn~J.1 ~.\dlt. Tbe east zdu.:· en 
the 011ter w::i.'l er b,·lfn ,Jf thJ:c; C,J::'itle :i.'o ',;l2.1cty five pv· in 
lenn;tb ~-?,,Yic',i t-lJe r10r·; h oi:! fc1~ty .9'~ cc~ . Tiu; :fou.r \Va.lls ~·.- , ·(11 

nearly a ::.,q_1,ai·u, but thc;1/ ar,J no J w: r'L• l. 1wd t11a t i '.. i r: 
cult to r1.seor 1. j_n t'nu L:· orj gLn._ 1.l height or 1;v1wther tho:1 
more tl1a,1 (,no l; 1t1,➔ 1·. 'l'hr=Y cH'r,i lou1· feot t,!,ree inches 
end th:. noi·tf, 7JalJ, 1uhich U, •n ,o1e,P:bi,-'! pr,::;servatio11, 
less tllan ~JC➔ V ·n',~eeY: feet }·1·i.r;.i, but rm p?,,rt o:t' the scut~1 

, -, .(~ ..:-
,_ J .. L -

is ilOt 

,::1,11 

is !1:LH'e tll:i Lt.,n fe,:;t !,.Lgi1 .. At the north ea,-,.t eori;,::.r ti, re 
are two flights of ,3Lcir 1 e steps leB,ding to the tcp of tlle inll. 
Fitzger,::J,Li L.-1 hi.:::, Hi0t. of Lj_n:o,·ic:k dqs that thi::s ncb:L,c for­
tress was built by t~0 family of O'Casey, buL Q? 

I:"1 the 00:11:h west end or tl:1.1:, Townln u of' Tullerboy _;n a 
rude litt1e Cburd1 e•,lled Kill B1·u8'i.n1:. :Lt iG a ftwr,: .. ·,.·ni:,, 
but frcm -rvbat r, n12 .. i 1s ,:," it yon rn'..:y i: s ecrts.in tho. t i ,. i J' uu·,•ed 
on the insid.e fot'ty five feet ir, lengti1 ~,,.no. twenty fee :u 
wi.clth. Its .cJeE,L gn.bt.o :i.s 1ie,. '.cn:verJ d.ow,i to tc1:: very ,· ,Jc-1,­

tions, as 'is alDO the sontfl. ,_,:al.L c:xz.:ept two small :f,·:tgt11·:1t:,. 
A considen1.ble part of' ln(; :·:;: :. 0::d Jn rern~:1.in::.;, as also die 
north wall, ft·,nn whic'1 Lt ,·un b;: f,, :n t\_:,.at jt vns ave:·_ ;':1de 371 
little buiJ.di:r1g not rn<irE; th:::Hi fnur hundred. years old. '·,_e 
east gable ria,3 :,: rem:::1,rkably :·ude w\r.5ow, ,,:C11.ch is r1ow -,t1'ig-
ured on UH-:: irn,,j_d_e and , u tside. The ,1orth w:.:i,11 is t.hn ( i't:et 
thick and about eleven feet high. 

There is a holy well near t~is Church called Bruaii_-'s 
Well. For Cnoctuagh see Field Name Book. 



THE PARISH OF BALLYNAGALLIAGH. 

SITUATION. This Paris:~ is si tt,_at(',d in the Ba.rony of Small 
County ano j_ s bc,un:'l ed on the r1orth by the Parish of Mo"asteran-
enagh; on the west by that 1,f Tullybi·acca; 011 the ,_, the 
Parish of Bruff anJ un the east by that of Knockainy. 
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NAME. The name of this Parish is locally pronounct~d in 
Irish Baile na gCailleach, which signifies the Town of the Nuns. 

The old Church of Baile na gCailleach stood on the eastera 
slope of the hill of the same name, but it is now all destroyet 
except a fragment of the west gable measuring fourteen feet in 
height anc.1 nine feet in breadth and three and a half feet in 
thickness, built of stones of regular size ceme~ted with lime 3?4 
and sand mortar. All the othor walls nre destroyed, and even 
the foundations are not traceable. There is a small grave 
yard attached. 

It is believed that a nunnery stood here formerly from 
which the place was called Bail~ na gCailleach, or Nunstown. 

About half a furlong to the north of this old grave yard 
and on the northern summit of the same hill there is a giant•• 
grave or aromlech which has often attractei the notice of the 
curious. It is now thrown down, but the stones ate on the 
ground and one may easily perceive how they were originally 
fixed. The flag supported by the gallanns or uprightfJ is 
nearly of the shspe of an equilateral triangle measuring seven 
feet in helght, six feet six inches at the base, and one foot 
six inches in thickness. The upright stones measure, one, 
four feet in length and two and a half feet in height and ten 
inohes in thickness; the other, six feet in length, three feet 
in height and one foot in thickness. 

For a description of Teampull Nua or New Church which is 
situated in this Parish see Knockainy, where it was inserted 
through mistake, and the Cromlech described as situated near 
the south margin of Lough Gur is also in this Parish. 

Of these Cromlechs Fitzgerald writes as follows in his 117 
History of Limerickt-

"On Baile na Cailleach Hill in this neighbourhood (nemp6 
of Lough Gur) is a Uromleach 1 near which a stone coffin was 
found a few years since, with a human skeleton. At less than 
half a mi le south (north?) of this are two others, om, of which. 
has been lately broken down by a farmer, who had two of the 
stones taken away to make pillars for his gateway." 

Archdall's Mon. Hib., v.rr, p,433, R.I.A. 
Monasternicalliagh. 

Situated near Lough Gurin the Barony of Small County; 
here was formerly a Nunnery for Canonesses of the Orel.er of St. 
Augustine, dedicated to St. Catherine (War Mon.). 

We meet with no other account of this Nunnery save that 
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LIIIEBICK. 113 

the Rectories of the Parishes of Drishane; Culleni Nohavel; 
Kilmeen and Drumtariff in the Baror1y of Duhallow and Co. of 
Cork, did belong to it. (Smith's Cork, Vol.I, p.70). Inquis­
ition 8th March XX Q,. Elizabeth, finds that the following 
Rector'ies in the Diocese of Limerick were appropriated to 
the Abbey, viz., Novsgraugia, anmrni valt,· ➔ 20s. a:cd Dlir1moilyne 
annual value 20s. Note, tl1e presentation to the Vicarnge of 
Dunmoilyne belonged to the Abbess (C}1iaf. Remem.). This 
nunnery, with the lallds and ten,3ments thereunto belongL1g, 
was granted to Sir Henry Wa1L:-p, Knjght. See the '.ri·in:_t·J,rian 
Friary of Adaire. 


